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Accelerated Reader is a program based on the fact that students become more motivated to read if

they are tested on the content of the books they have read and are rewarded for correct answers.

Students read each book, individually take the test on the computer, and receive gratification when

they score well. Schools using the Accelerated Reader program have seen a significant increase in

reading among their students.These titles for reluctant readers highlight the possible consequences

of drug use, including the dangers of addiction, damage to mind and body, and increased likelihood

of violent behavior.
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Gr 5-9-Although brief, these introductory books cover the basic facts. They begin with italicized

vignettes about a teen with a drug problem. Addicted has a sensitive, empathetic tone without

negating the harsh realities of the situation. Unfortunately, the photographs in Methamphetamine

lead readers to believe that minorities are the main users of speed and that Caucasians are most

likely to help them; a disappointment in a book that has solid information. Both titles include

black-and-white photographs, organizations to contact, a current list for further reading, helpful

indexes, and somewhat superfluous glossaries as context clues in the text are more than sufficient.

The brevity of these books and the variety added by the vignettes, along with the simplicity of



language, make them good choices for reluctant readers.-Marilyn Fairbanks, East Junior High

School, Brockton, MA Copyright 1999 Cahners Business Information, Inc.
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